
LIVING FAITH 
OCTOBER 9, 2022 
28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
THANKSGIVING 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY: Luke 17:11-19 
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and 
Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their 
distance, they called out, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’ When he saw 
them, he said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they went, they 
were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, 
praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. 
And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, ‘Were not ten made clean? But the other 
nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except 
this foreigner?’ Then he said to him, ‘Get up and go on your way; your faith has made 
you well.’ 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
When you hear this story, do you focus on the nine lepers who went their way after 
being healed, never thinking to say “Thank you” to Jesus? Or does your mind go to the 
one who came back to express gratitude? Or does your mind turn to Jesus, to marvel 
at his free and generous love? We tend to focus on the lepers who were healed, and 
there is some justification in that! But this is really a story about Jesus, and how He 
shows the great love of God, and the desire of God that we all be free, healed and 
happy. Healing is different than curing, but that’s a conversation for another day. Today 
is a day to give thanks for the amazing, overwhelming love of God, who offers us 
fullness of life every day. 

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• What about you? do you focus on the nine lepers who went their way after being
healed, never thinking to say “Thank you” to Jesus? Or does your mind go to the
one who came back to express gratitude? Or does your mind turn to Jesus, to
marvel at his free and generous love?

• How has Jesus shown love and generosity to you?
• What is your response to this great love?
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The whole month of October is designated as Missionary Month. This is a time we are 
asked to pray in a special way for all missionaries around the world who are striving to 
make Jesus known. On October 23rd, World Mission Sunday, there will be a special 

collection world-wide to financially support the missions in their needs. Please 
remember to give generously to this collection

Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource.  E-mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org



OCTOBER  
MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 
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IN THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR THIS WEEK 
ST TERESA OF AVILA 

OCTOBER 15 

Teresa was born in 1515, and so she lived in an age of exploration as well 
as political, social, and religious upheaval. The gift of God to Teresa in and 
through which she became holy and left her mark on the Church and the 
world is threefold: She was a woman; she was a contemplative; she was 
an active reformer. 

As a woman, Teresa stood on her own two feet, even in the man’s world of her time. She entered 
the Carmelite convent, despite strong opposition from her father.  

Teresa was a woman of prayer, discipline, and compassion. Her heart belonged to God. Her 
ongoing conversion was an arduous lifelong struggle, involving ongoing purification and suffering. 
She was misunderstood, misjudged, and opposed in her efforts at reform. Yet she struggled on, 
courageous and faithful; she struggled with her own mediocrity, her illness, her opposition. And in 
the midst of all this she clung to God in life and in prayer. Her writings on prayer and contemplation 
are drawn from her experience: powerful, practical, mystical and graceful. She was a woman of 
prayer; a woman for God. 

Teresa spent much of her time and energy seeking to reform herself and the Carmelites, to lead 
them back to the full observance of their Rule. She founded over a half-dozen new monasteries. 
She traveled, wrote, fought—always to renew, to reform.  

Her writings, especially the Way of Perfection and The Interior Castle, have influenced generations 
of believers. 

FACTS ABOUT ST TERESA OF AVILA 
Feast Day: October 15 
Patron: of Headache sufferers, Spanish 
Catholic Writers 
Birth: March 28, 1515 
Death: October 4, 1582 
Beatified: 1614 by Pope Paul V 
Canonized: 1622 by Pope Gregory XV 
Declared a Doctor of the Church 1970 by 
Pope Paul VI 
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